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o uie I T - paamnilale 10
believe that Béla Kovics had Radio Free
Europe in mind when he spoke of  “reac
tionaries,” sfeudatista” “fascists,” aud “men
< who are marked because of their war crimos”
.in the passage quoted by Leslie B. Bain in : <

“Budapest: Interview in a Baement Hide- . Lo ' : STAT'NTL

T

away'" (The Reporrer, December 131, L

The writers. editor~. and broadcasters T
with R.F.E’s Voice of Free Hungary include
po one in any of guch categories. nor has ! S
R.F.E. ever broadcast to Hungary programa o S
that by any stretch of fmagination could be : :
classified as “White reaction.” whatever the
precise meaaing may be.

A large number of R.FE« Hungarian )
personnel were members ol Bela Koviics's RN .
own landependent Smallholder- Party. and . : T
many of them were close per~onal friends )
as well ax political colleagues and admirers . : .
of this fine and decent llungarian leader.

In the circumstances it in impossible to
verify Mr. Bain's quates. Lut we would like
10 ash him this question: Who are some of
there undesirable Hungariao~ employed hy
RF.E 7 Did he ack Mr. Kovaes to identify
them? .

The fart 1= that the individual political
belief« of members of REFs Hungarian
«aff range from consersatine to liberal.
Neither the extreme Right nor the extreme
Left of the political spectimn e repre«ented.
Furthermore. R.FPE. broudeasts do not ad-
vocate the can~ of particular individuals

P

or parties in or out of Hungarv. We rupport
~imply the right of the Hungatan peaple to
celect. threugh {ree elections, thewr own form
of government.

. It may be relevant 1o note that for six
T . vears the U.S ST, in concert with its world-
. wide Soviet bloc. has hurled wt R.F.E. the
charges of “fascist.” “reactionary,” “war
criminal<” “feudaliste™ et in an endeavor
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Director
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Mr. Bain replies:

B T L 7 G L
and | am sorry for not being able to give
him a detailed ancwer. Neather Kaovacs nor
other. Hunga -ian revolutinnary fizures spoke
of Rzdio Wase Furope in terms of persun-
alities. 1 £31 sure Kovdcs knows nothing of
“'.» arganitttion and it personnel. The views
. veeased 1€ ere by Hunea o were

tased on Thadio Free Europe's pcrlm:mancc .
uefore, ('.l'l!\'\g. and after the revolution. . CPYRGHT
) Spcufunlb', R.F.E's efforts 10 undﬂ"mgne
he stawbpg of Nagss government, question .
s horaaty. aond iuttuence the p.upulanon to
wake gapossible demands on it were con-
s re § 1mtarious by the revolutionary le‘ndvrs.
| am wapgised that Mr. .F.gun !.”mds it nec-
“ramary o adefend Radio Free burope wxllh
" Goviec poetility o it The relevancy of Soviet
S el pam sgEInst R.Y.E. may be n}_)partm to
Mo &"un hul escapes Me when juxtay
Jeh Hevaes's remarks
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